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     The Outdoor Learning Center began 

in the spring of 1986 with the planting 

of 10 trees. In 1996, a committee of  

Eisenhower staff, community members 

and Ottumwa Trees Forever representa-

tives were given permission to proceed 

with the project. Roger Hunt, a land-

scape architect, met with the student 

body in 1997 to draw a plan, which is 

still the design. The First Church of 

Christ Scientist donated land to add to 

the project. In 1998 the local National 

Guard 224th Engineer Battalion created 

the wetland area, under the direction of 

Lori Altheide, NRCS.  

     Following that, Iowa native grasses 

and flowers were planted, under the  

direction of Kurt Baker, director of the  

Wapello County Conservation Board.  

Since its inception, Eisenhower staff 

and students have planted over 100 

trees.  The area’s bridges and benches 

were built as Eagle Scout projects. In 

2011, a ten year agreement was signed 

with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

to provide seeds for a native Iowa   

prairie. 
Prior to 1986 this was an ordinary, 

grassy area that flooded when it 

rained. Because of the vision and 

work of many, a multi-age genera-

tional learning environment was 

begun. 
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Eisenhower Outdoor Learning Center 

has been a work in progress and a la-

bor of love for over 29 years and 

counting. 



2010 Restoration began: Cattails 

were removed and the pond was 

dredged.  The area was tiled for water 

control and to prevent erosion. 

2012 Washington School stones:  

The Grooms family donated huge   

sandstone blocks removed from   

Washington Junior High School’s   

archways to preserve their history. 

Teachers and students enjoy using 

them. 

Establishment, Improvements  

and Projects  

for the Outdoor Learning Center 

Total Estimated Cost:   

$120,000 

The Outdoor Learning Center has 

been funded through donations 

from Eisenhower students, alumni, 

staff, families, friends, PTA fund-

raisers, Box Tops, walk-a-thons, 

and piggy banks. The planning   

committee continues to be grateful 

for the generosity of Eisenhower’s    

2013 Walking Trail: A nine foot wide 

accessible crushed limestone trail was 

completed. This beautiful trail and 

the wetlands’ unique habitats are    

enjoyed by everyone who visits. 

 

 

Planting Trees:  Through the years, 

over 120 native Iowa trees have been 

planted by students, staff and volun-

teers.  In 2014, tree identification  

pedestals were built by the O.H.S. 

Woodworking Class.  Students, as well 

as visitors, enjoy reading and learning 

about the trees. 

2011 Native Iowa Prairie:  Native 

Iowa grasses and flower seeds were 

donated. Students scattered the seeds 

in the native prairie and butterfly    

pollinator garden. 


