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6TH GRADE NEWS 
 

Language Arts 
6th grade literacy students are in the middle of their 
first unit of Study Sync, Turning Points, and thinking 
about the question, “What Happens When Life 
Changes Direction?” Students will be exposed to 
stories about survival and the turning points characters 
deal with in a story or in life. We look at both fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry. We will also practice skills 
and concepts such as point of view, main idea, story 
elements, plot characters, and word meanings.  
 

Social Studies 
Students have been learning about the different strands 
that are used to better understand how people and 
places have differences and are similar. We have been 
looking at geography and how that impacts where 
people decide to settle and their lifestyle. Students 
have been introduced to culture, government, and 
economy as well. Our focus will be on Southwest and 
Central Asia studying ancient time periods and how 
they influence how we are still today.  
 

Math 
 

Compact 7 
In Compact 7 students have been busy covering sixth 
grade content along with some seventh grade content. 
We have learned about integers, absolute value, 
rational numbers, decimals, and graphing on a 
coordinate grid. Then students learned how to add, 
subtract, multiply and divide integers. Our next 
Chapter will cover fractions (adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing) and involve conversions of 
measurements, both U.S. and Metric. We will finish 
up the semester working on ratios and rates. Students 
will also be able to identify unit rates and apply them 
to real-world situations they might encounter at the 
grocery store.  
 

Science 
Hello 6th grade families! Students started off the year 
with our human body unit studying cells. We spent 
time distinguishing between living and nonliving 
things. We understand that all living things are made 
of cells. Students will start to focus on and study the 
different parts of plant and animal cells. We will use 
the level of organization to study human body systems, 
and how the systems interact with other systems. By 

the end of the quarter students will have focused on the 
human circulatory, excretory, digestive, respiratory, 
muscular, and nervous systems.  
 

General Music 
Sixth grade general music is in full swing.  We are in 
the middle of our first Soundtrap project, taking 
advantage of the technology available in our 
classroom. Students have been focused on keeping a 
steady beat and are now developing a drum beat, 
putting that steady beat practice into their project.  It’s 
been a good start to the year, let’s keep it up! 
 

Band 
6th Grade band looks a little different this year but the 
students are doing very well. Students are able to play 
in large group rehearsals and individual lessons while 
using special music masks and bell covers. Some 
students who are virtual are even taking online lessons. 
Currently we are preparing for our first performance 
which will be with the high school band and 7/8 band 
at a Bulldog football game in October (date pending). 
 

Physical Education 
The 6th grade physical education students have worked 
on improving throwing, catching, and teamwork in 
football. They have started on physical fitness to 
improve cardiovascular strength and endurance, upper 
body, core strength, and flexibility. They will be doing 
flying disc activities and volleyball skills in the 
upcoming weeks. Exercise outside while the weather 
is nice. Walk your dog, play outside with your friends, 
go to the park. Have fun and move! 
 

7TH GRADE NEWS 
 

Math 
 

7th Grade Math 
 In 7th grade math, students recently completed our first 
chapter on addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division of integers.  Included in this chapter, students 
learned how to solve exponents and find the absolute 
value of a number as well as solve expressions 
involving absolute value. Our rational numbers unit 
begins this week which includes math concepts 
involving converting fractions to decimals, comparing 
and ordering rational numbers, and addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division of fractions. 
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Our math book comes with an online component 
which can be found at: http://connected.mcgraw-
hill.com.  Each student has a username and password 
to access this material.  This is the same login 
information your student uses for his or her English 
Language Arts class material.  Please encourage your 
student to use this resource at home when completing 
practice work or reviewing and preparing for a quiz or 
test. 
 
Please remind your student to keep working hard, pay 
attention in class, and complete all practice work.  This 
will help students as they prepare for all quizzes and 
tests.  Students are always welcome to stop in for extra 
help whenever needed. 
 

7th Grade Pre-Algebra 
In Pre-Algebra students have spent time reviewing the 
language of algebra which included work with 
variables and graphing on a coordinate plane. After 
chapter 1, students completed a chapter focused on 
integer operations and expanded their understanding 
into operations with fractions. Towards the end of 
quarter one students will begin focusing on exponents 
and roots. 

Language Arts 
In English “In Pursuit” is our first unit. Students are 
reading short stories, poetry, memoirs, and several 
nonfiction narratives. Focus is placed on close reading 
and skills. At the end of this quarter, students will 
begin writing their own fictional narrative. As always, 
please encourage your child to read at home.  
 

Science 
The first unit in 7th grade Science is about 
“Understanding Matter”.  We are learning about 
atoms, molecules and the different states of matter.  
The basics of how temperature, pressure and the 
different substances act and react will be our focus.  
We have new curriculum called “Inspire Science”.  
This is an online resource that allows students to view 
simulations in laboratories and manipulate them.  
There will be some hands-on activities along with 
using a Claim, Evidence and Reasoning format to 
show their understanding.   

Social Studies 
Seventh grade social studies started the year by 
reviewing how the world works.  The focus was on the 
five themes of geography as well as government, 

economy, and culture.  Now we are diving into global 
issues.  Students have the opportunity to study global 
issues through our new National Geographic Global 
Issues series.  These resources not only teach about the 
specific issue, but include case studies that allow 
students to take a closer look at areas around the 
world.  We also spend a lot of time working on reading 
and writing standards while learning about these 
important topics.  As a reminder, 7th grade social 
studies will be using Google Classroom to post and 
communicate instruction and assignments.  If students 
are gone, they need to check Classroom daily and stay 
caught up with their learning and work.  
 

Family Consumer Science 
Welcome to all students and families! We ended last 
school year and started our new school year 
differently! We will definitely need to adjust to these 
changes and continue to focus on the academic skills 
that each student will learn this year. In FCS, we 
started our lesson learning the different factors of 
being a unique person and we also discussed personal 
hygiene and grooming. Our next topic will be on 
families which comes in many forms, but each family 
provides structure, comfort, and a place to learn about 
responsibilities of life. Students will discover the five 
important roles families play in their lives. We will 
transition from families to friendships towards mid-
October by exploring how friendships grow, develop, 
and change throughout one’s life.  
 

Introduction to Computer Science 
ICS class has been discussing how computing is 
changing everything in our daily lives.  Students have 
been utilizing the Pair Programming philosophy in 
which students are paired in groups of two and one 
student takes the role of a “Driver” while the other is 
the “Navigator.” Students have learned about the 
software design process and the importance of being 
detailed when writing algorithms. Students are 
creating an app in the program MIT App Inventor and 
will continue to learn how to solve problems using 
computing and applications. 
 

Visual Art 
So far, in the 7th grade Art classroom, we have been 
practicing value to help create the illusion of three-
dimensional objects. We completed a value scale, 
practiced different forms of contour line drawings and 
finally combined the two for their final fourth drawing. 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
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These four drawings will be mounted on colored paper 
and handed back the week of October 5th! Currently, 
we are taking our knowledge of value and contrast to 
draw a magnified part of an object that has texture and 
high contrast. We will be coloring them with colored 
pencils to show value and to create the illusion of a 
three-dimensional object. I can’t wait to see their 
finished projects! 
 

8TH GRADE NEWS 
 

Math 
 

8th Grade Pre-Algebra 
In 8th grade math, students are working on Chapter 1. 
We just finished the first part of Chapter 1, which 
involves lessons 1, 2, 8, 9, and 10. Part 2 of the chapter 
will include lessons 3-7. The entire chapter deals with 
real numbers. The idea is for students to understand 
that there are all different types of numbers: decimals, 
fractions, roots, and powers. All of these numbers can 
be put on a number line and used to express a variety 
of real life situations.  
 

8th Grade Algebra 
Students in the Algebra I class are translating verbal 
expressions into mathematical expressions, solving 
problems by looking for a pattern, using mathematical 
properties to evaluate expressions, and solve open 
sentences. They are also performing all operations 
with rational numbers, finding square roots, and 
writing equations and formulas. By the end of the first 
quarter, they will have solved equations with more 
than one operation, solved problems that can be 
represented by equations, worked backwards to solve 
problems, and found the measures of central 
tendencies.  
 

Language Arts 
8th grade Literacy students are in the middle of Unit 1, 
“Suspense!” in StudySync, and are thinking about the 
question, “What attracts us to stories of suspense?” 
Students have been reading stories throughout the unit 
that involve all the tell-tale signs of suspense. We have 
been reading both fiction and informational text. 
Students have also been revisiting skills and concepts 
such as plot, characters, and word meanings.  
 

Social Studies 
 Eighth grade began the year with the Native American 
cultures of North America in the early years before 
exploration and the geography of the land.  This led to 
the Age of Exploration  and Exchange between the 
Old and New Worlds known as the Columbian 
Exchange. From here we will continue on with 
colonization leading up to the Original 13 Colonies in 
North America.  We continue to work on 
paraphrasing, note-taking, finding evidence, 
summarizing, and justifying how/why evidence 
supports a claim.  Please contact your student’s 
teacher if you have any questions and/or 
concerns:  brett.fischels@ottumwaschools.com, 
jennifer.burton@ottumwaschools.com, and 
cooper.smith@ottumwaschools.com.  
 
Thanks for your support and be sure to ask your 
student what they are doing in Social Studies each 
day.  Together we can have a positive and productive 
school year. 
 

Science 
8th Grade students have been introduced to our new 
science program, called Inspire Science that we are 
excited about using this year. Inspire Science can be 
used online so students have access through their 
“Clever” to get logged onto the program. In this first 
quarter, students will focus on the topic of geology. 
Students will explore through reading, discussions, 
investigations, and labs about this topic. Our focus is 
looking at how geologists use rocks and fossils to 
determine the age of geologic events and how 
organisms change and adapt for survival.  
 

Visual Art 
Eighth grade art is in the process of creating their 
abstract pieces. They are incorporating the elements of 
art and principles of design to come up with an 
interesting, balanced, and high contrast work of art. 
 
Up next, students will be working with metal and 
pastel to create a landscape, seascape, or cityscape 
with some kind of structure such as a building, barn, 
castle, boat etc. Part of the structure is represented in 
the metal that the students will “tool” or manipulate to 
show the texture of the structure. The rest of the 
structure and the landscape around it will be finished 
with oil pastel.  
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Project Lead the Way 
Students in 8th grade PLTW have started the school 
year off learning about engineering, engineering 
careers, design process, design elements, and have 
most recently started learning about measurement, 
converting measurements, and using architectural 
measurements. As we continue to work this quarter, 
students will learn how to read and sketch floor plans, 
how to determine the square footage of an area, and 
how to correctly sketch floor plans to scale.  
 

7th/8th Physical Education 
The 7th and 8th grade P.E. classes are currently starting 
the volleyball unit. They will work on improving their 
volleyball skills. We are also doing physical fitness 
testing. We will continue to work on health and 
wellness and currently are studying nutrition. Our next 
unit is flying disc activities. Get outside and enjoy the 
weather. Keep Moving! 
 

7th/8th Grade Band/Choir 
The Evans Band has been working hard since the start 
of the school year.  The band is using bell covers and 
special performance masks provided by the district – 
without them there would be no band!  Thank you to 
the school district for your support in this way.  We are 
currently preparing for Band Nite on Oct. 20th @ 
Shafer Field.  We are excited to present a night of 
Movie Themes with the OHS Pride of Ottumwa.  The 
bands will perform 3 selections: 1)  Ghostbusters, 2)  
Magnificent Seven, and 3)  Peter Gunn.  We will also 
honor our senior band members at this time – they 
have grown from Evans band members to leaders in 
the OHS band!  More details will be sent home 
concerning the schedule for Band Nite soon. 
 
The sixth, seventh and eighth grade choirs are also 
hard at work, preparing for their fall concerts.  The 
members of each choir have gone through small group 
singing to determine how high and low they can sing 
and have been assigned to alto, baritone or soprano 
parts.  The students are also learning breathing 
exercises to increase their lung capacity (think louder 
singing!).  Since we were unable to perform a spring 
Pops Concert we are preparing a Fall Pops concert!  
The members of the choirs have suggested songs to 
perform and are completing the voting to make our 
final song selections!  We plan to record our first 
concert and share it with parents via email. 
 

Director Ms. Pam De Boer is excited to see all of the 
returning band and choir members and to get to know 
all of the new ones!  “It is a challenge to sing and play 
with masks but our choir and band members are doing 
an amazing job” says Ms. D.  “It is wonderful to hear 
their music after so many months away”! 

 
6-8 Orchestra 

It’s so very nice to finally be able to make music 
together again. Students attending orchestra in person 
have been working on reviewing skills from last year 
as well as gaining some new skills and habits of 
checking their google classroom and emails. Mrs. 
Hoover has created a virtual Ipad with “Apps” to help 
students transitioning in and out of in-person learning 
or virtual learning. Apps include links to items such as 
the 6 day cycle calendar, lesson schedule calendar, 
links to orchestra videos, theory websites, free online 
metronomes, guidance for tuning as well as a personal 
Screencastify from Mrs. Hoover each week. Make 
sure to remind your student to check out all this Ipad 
has to offer- even if it’s not part of our weekly 
assignment yet. Please contact me if you have any 
questions at angela.hoover@ottumwaschools.com 
  

mailto:angela.hoover@ottumwaschools.com
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MULTICULTURAL, NONSEXIST STATEMENT 
Applicants for admission and employment, students, 
parents, employees, sources of referral of applicants 
for admissions and employment, and all unions or 
professional organizations holding collective 
bargaining or professional agreements with the 
Ottumwa Community School District are hereby 
notified that the Ottumwa Community School District 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for 
employment), marital status (for programs), sexual 
orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status 
(for programs) in its educational programs and its 
employment practices.  There is a grievance procedure 
for processing complaints of discrimination. Any 
person having inquiries concerning the Ottumwa 
Community School District's compliance with the 
regulations implementing Title VII, Title IX, 
Americans with Disability Act or Section 504 is 
directed to contact Teri King, who has been designated 
by the Ottumwa Community School District to 
coordinate the District's efforts to comply with the 
regulations implementing Title VII, Title IX, and 
Section 504. 
  
Teri King, Director of Student Supports 
1112 N. VanBuren 
teri.king@ottumwaschools.com 
Phone: (641) 684-6597x 66107 
 
 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE-TITLE IX 
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX, Title VI, 
or Section 504 may be directed to Compliance Officer, 
Teri King, Director of Human Resources, 1112 N. Van 
Buren, Ottumwa, Iowa 52501, Telephone: (641)684-
6597, Email: teri.king@ottumwaschools.com, or the 
Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. 
Department of Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. 
Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-7204, 
Telephone: (312)730-1560, Facsimile: (312)730-
1576, Email: OCR.Chicago.ed.gov 
 

NON-DISCRININATION STATEMENT 
It is the policy of the Ottumwa Community School 
District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age 
(for employment), marital status (for programs), 
sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic 
status (for programs) in its educational programs and 
its employment practices.  There is a grievance 

procedure for processing complaints of 
discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance 
related to this policy, please contact the district’s 
Equity Coordinator, Teri King, Director of Human 
Resources, 1112 N. Van Buren, Ottumwa, IA 52501, 
Telephone: (641) 684-6597,  Email: 
(teri.king@ottumwaschools.com); or the Director of 
the Office for Civil Rights U.S. Department of 
Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. Madison Street, 
Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-7204, Telephone: 
(312) 730-1560 Facsimile: (312) 730-1576, 
Email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov. 
  

mailto:teri.king@ottumwaschools.com
mailto:teri.king@ottumwaschools.com
mailto:OCR.Chicago@ed.gov
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Calendar of Activities 
 
October 8 4-7:30 p.m.  

Evans Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
October 12 4-7:00 p.m. 
  Evans Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
October 26 End of First Quarter 
 
November 5 7:00 p.m.  

5-12th Orchestra Concert 
 
November 14 7:00 p.m. 
  Evans Fall Play 
 
November 15 3:00 p.m. 
  Evans Fall Play 
 
November 19 Opus Honor Choir 
 
November 20 No Classes for Students 

 
8-1:00 p.m.  
Parent Teacher Conferences 

 
November 25 No Classes 
 
November 26-27 Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 13 2:00 p.m.  

5-12 Band Holiday Concert 
 
December 15 7:00 p.m. 
  6-8th Orchestra Concert 
 
December 17 7:00 p.m. 
  6-8th Vocal Holiday Concert 
 
December 23- Winter Break 
January 1 
 
January 4 Classes Resume 
 
January 9 SEIBA Audition 
 
January 13 End of 2nd Quarter 
 
January 16 SEISTA Honor Orchestra 
 
January 23 SEIBA Honor Band Festival 

 
January 30 6:00 p.m. 
  Sweets and Sounds 
 
February 18-19 Ottumwa Solo Day 
 
February 23 7:00 p.m.  

9-12 Vocal Concert 
 
February 26 No  Classes 
 

8-1:00 p.m.  
Parent Teacher Conferences 

 
March 2  7:00  

5-8 Vocal Concert 
 
March 4  4-7:30 p.m.  

Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
March 9  4-7:00 p.m.  

Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
March 12 No Classes 
 
March 15-19 Spring Break 
 
March 24 End 3rd Quarter 
 
March 27 7:00 p.m. 
  5-8 Musical 
 
April 2  No Classes- Good Friday 
 
April 9  7:00 p.m. 
  All- City Concert 
 
May 18  7:00 p.m. 
  6-8 Band & Orchestra Pops Concert 
 
May 20  7:00 p.m. 
  6-8 Vocal Pops Concert 
 
May 28  1:00 p.m. Dismissal 
  Last Day of School 
 
May 30  Commencement for Class of 2021 
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