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6TH GRADE NEWS 
 

Language Arts 
6th Grade Literacy students are in the middle of their 
first unit of StudySync, Turning Points, and thinking 
about the question, “What Happens When Life 
Changes Direction?” Students will be exposed to 
stories about survival and the turning points characters 
deal with in a story or in a life. We look at both fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry. We will also practice skills 
and concepts such as point of view, main idea, story 
elements, plot, characters, and word meanings. To 
show their understanding students will use both 
directly stated and inferred evidence from the various 
text or media.  

Pre AP Literacy 
Our first unit of SpringBoard English Language Arts 
for sixth grade, will explore storytelling techniques 
through the theme of change. Students will learn how 
an author develops their ideas, details, and sequence of 
events in stories. By close reading and analyzing many 
narrative texts, students will demonstrate their 
understanding through some of their own writing of 
narratives as well. Some of the skills practiced will be 
the point of view, conflict, theme, and the connotations 
of words. Students will also be reading independently 
chosen texts to support their work with the 
SpringBoard curriculum. The goal of the course is to 
provide students with a depth of knowledge about the 
reading process and writing craft.  
 

Social Studies 
Students in 6th grade Social Studies have begun work 
with learning about the four main strands we will 
discuss this year. These strands consist of geography, 
economy, culture, and government. We have been 
studying Mesopotamia with a focus on why people 
settle around specific geographical features, 
specifically rivers. Students will continue learning 
about areas within Asia as we continue this unit. We 
will be learning more about culture in the upcoming 
weeks and how that relates to the other strands.  
 

Math 
In 6th grade math, we have been focusing on integers 
and absolute values.  Students have been learning how 
we use integers in real-world situations.  They have 
been focusing on how the absolute value of an integer 
can be used to help compare and order data.  We have 

also been working on using data from real-world 
situations to create tables and use this data to graph on 
4 Quadrant Coordinate Grids.  Students are able to 
visually represent data from different situations on 
coordinate grids.  In our next chapter (4) students will 
begin understanding multiplying and dividing 
fractions. Students will explore multiplying and 
dividing with whole numbers, fractions, and mixed 
numbers. We will also be converting between units of 
measure (Ex. 3 feet = 36 inches) 
 

Compact 7 
In Compact 7 students have been focusing on adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers that 
include decimals.  We have been practicing using 
traditional methods of multiplication and 
division.  We will be continuing our exploration of 
integers.  Our next chapters will cover determining 
and using the Greatest Common Factors and Least 
Common Multiples to support our study of 
fractions.  We will also be learning about exponents 
and order of operations. 
 

Science 
Hello 6th Grade families! Students started the year off 
in our  human body unit studying cells. We have spent 
time distinguishing between living and nonliving 
things. From here we understand that all living things 
are made of cells. Students will start to focus on and 
study the different parts of plant and animal cells. We 
will use the levels of organization to study human 
body systems and how the systems interact with other 
systems. By the end of the quarter, students will have 
focused on the human circulatory, excretory, 
digestive, respiratory, muscular, and nervous systems.  
 

General Music 
Sixth grade general music is in full swing.  We are 
getting ready to begin our first Garageband project 
focusing on steady beat and hope to begin using 
Soundtrap soon, taking advantage of the technology 
available in our classroom. Students have been 
focused on basic music theory so far but are ready to 
get rolling with projects on our iPads and their 
Chromebooks.  It has been a good start to the year, 
let’s keep it going! 

 
Band 

6th Grade Band has been off to a great start. We have 
learned new notes, rhythms, and songs. The band has 
been preparing for their upcoming first ever 
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performance at Band Xtravaganza on Thursday, 
October 14th at 7 p.m. at Schafer Field. This is a 
combined performance with the 7-8 Band and OHS 
Band.  
 

Physical Education 
6-8 grade PE has started off the school year with 
physical fitness testing, which included the 20 meter 
pacer test and the mile run to test cardiovascular 
endurance, sit ups and push ups for arm and abdominal 
strength, and sit and reach to test flexibility.  We have 
also played some team games, and are just starting to 
do some football activities.  We will then move on to 
volleyball where we will work on different skills and 
participate in a volleyball game.  

Visual Art 
In sixth grade visual art, we have studied several 
different author-illustrators. We discussed and used 
elements of art such as line and texture through 
illustration. We will be moving on to watercolor and 
studying balance, value, color families, and technique. 
We will be finishing the month of October with Draw 
the Line, Respect the Line;  a program to help students 
establish personal boundaries. 

7TH GRADE NEWS 
 

Math 
 

7th Grade Math 
In 7th grade math, students recently completed our first 
chapter on addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division of integers.  Included in this chapter, students 
learned how to solve exponents and find the absolute 
value of a number as well as solve expressions 
involving absolute value. Our rational numbers unit 
begins this week which includes math concepts 
involving converting fractions to decimals, comparing 
and ordering rational numbers, and addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division of fractions. 
 
Our math book comes with an online component 
which can be found at:http://connected.mcgraw-
hill.com.  Each student has a username and password 
to access this material.  This is the same login 
information your student uses for his or her English 
Language Arts class material.  Please encourage your 
student to use this resource at home when completing 

practice work or reviewing and preparing for a quiz or 
test. 
 
Please remind your student to keep working hard, pay 
attention in class, and complete all practice work.  This 
will help students as they prepare for all quizzes and 
tests.  Students are always welcome to stop in for extra 
help whenever needed. Our Math learning labs are on 
Tuesdays from 3:00PM to 4:00PM. Individual 
teachers also have one more night throughout the week 
for helping students after school that was their choice. 
Please contact your child’s teacher for information on 
the extra night 
 

7th Grade Pre-Algebra 
In Pre-Algebra students have spent time reviewing the 
language of algebra which included work with 
variables and graphing on a coordinate plane. After 
Chapter 1, students completed a chapter focused on 
integer operations and expanded their understanding 
into operations with fractions. Towards the end of 
quarter one students will begin focusing on exponents 
and roots. 

Language Arts 
Seventh Grade ELA is currently working on the 5 
elements of plot: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, 
Falling Action and Denouement. Additionally, 
students have reviewed literacy devices to enrich 
narrative writing. At the end of our unit, students will 
compose a narrative including the 5 elements of plot 
and enrich their writing with literacy devices that 
capture their audience’s attention! 
 

PreAp Language Arts 
In 7th grade AP ELA, students have been reading 
personal narratives and applying the skills they are 
learning to their own personal narrative stories. 
Students have practiced and applied many new 
vocabulary words that they have discovered in their 
texts as well. The personal narrative papers are 
proving to be very informative with many sensory 
details included.  
 

Science 
The first unit in 7th grade Science is about 
“Understanding Matter”. We are learning about atmos, 
molecules, and the different states of matter. The 
basics of how temperature, pressure, and the different 
substances act and react will be our focus. There will 
be some hands-on activities along with using a Claim, 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
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Evidence and Reasoning format to show their 
understanding.  
 

Social Studies 
Seventh grade social studies started the year by 
reviewing how the world works.  The focus has been 
on the five themes of geography as well as 
government, economy, and culture.  We will soon be 
diving into global issues.  Students have the 
opportunity to study global issues through our new 
National Geographic Global Issues series.  These 
resources not only teach about the specific issue, but 
include case studies that allow students to take a closer 
look at areas around the world.  We also spend a lot of 
time working on reading and writing standards while 
learning about these important topics.  As a reminder, 
7th grade social studies will be using Google 
Classroom to post and communicate instruction and 
assignments.  If students are gone, they need to check 
Classroom daily and stay caught up with their learning 
and work.   
 

Family Consumer Science 
Hello Parents! 
 
In Family Consumer Sciences our 7th grade class has 
been working on learning and practicing 
employability skills. These are skills (like our school 
rules) to help students be successful in school, home, 
and once they go into the workforce. Employability 
skills consist of good communication, teamwork, self-
management, technology, initiative, organization and 
planning, learning, and problem solving. Then we took 
these skills and focused on how they would be used 
more specifically in a career the students were 
potentially interested in FCS. Now we have started 
talking about different types of families and will be 
connecting communication into that topic. I always 
want to make sure what we learn is relevant now and 
for their futures!  
 

Introduction to Computer Science 
ICS class has been discussing how computing is 
changing everything in our daily lives.  Students have 
been utilizing the Pair Programming Philosophy in 
which students are paired in groups of two and one 
student takes the role of a “Driver” while the other is 
the “Navigator.” Students have learned about the 
software design process and the importance of being 
detailed when writing algorithms. Students are 

creating an app in the program MIT App Inventor and 
will continue to learn how to solve problems using 
computing and applications. 
 

Visual Art 
The 7th grade Art students are currently finishing up 
their 4 drawings project where they were able to 
choose an object and draw it in four different ways. 
The first three drawings were done using only lines as 
a Blind Contour, Memory Contour, and Contour 
Drawing. The fourth drawing was done using contour 
lines and value added a detailed image that gives the 
illusion of being three-dimensional. For our next 
project, we will be exploring an abstract art style, 
Cubism, learning about Pablo Picasso who helped 
come up with the style, and creating painted still life 
in this style.  
 

8TH GRADE NEWS 
 

Math 
 

8th Grade Pre-Algebra 
In 8th grade math, students are working on Chapter 
1.  Chapter 1 covers rational numbers, square roots and 
cube roots, estimating roots, and comparing real 
numbers. The second half of the chapter focuses on 
exponent rules for multiplication, division, negative 
exponents, and powers of powers. Finally chapter 1 
concludes with scientific notation. 
 

8th Grade Algebra 
Students in the Algebra I class are translating verbal 
expressions into mathematical expressions, solving 
problems by looking for a pattern, using mathematical 
properties to evaluate expressions, and solve open 
sentences.  They are also performing all operations 
with rational numbers, finding square roots, and 
writing equations and formulas.  By the end of the first 
quarter, they will have solved equations with more 
than one operation and solved problems that can be 
represented by equations. 
 

Language Arts 
8th Grade English Language Arts students are in the 
middle of Unit 1, “Suspense!” in StudySync, and are 
thinking about the question. “What attracts us to 
stories of suspense?” Students have been reading 
stories throughout the unit that involve all the tell-tale 
signs of suspense. We have been reading both fiction 
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and informational text. Students have also been 
revisiting skills and concepts such as plot, characters, 
and word meanings.  
 

8th PreAp Literacy 
8th Grade PreAp Literacy students have been exploring 
and connecting the Hero’s Journey archetype with 
narrative writing. As the unit progresses, students will 
continue to analyze a variety of literary and 
informational texts to form an original definition of 
heroism and then structure their ideas into a definition 
essay.  
 

Social Studies 
Eighth grade began the year with the Native American 
cultures of North America in the early years before 
exploration and the geography of the land.  This led to 
the Age of Exploration and Exchange between the Old 
and New Worlds known as the Columbian Exchange. 
From here we will continue on with colonization 
leading up to the Original 13 Colonies in North 
America.  We continue to work on paraphrasing, note-
taking, finding evidence, summarizing, and justifying 
how/why evidence supports a claim.  
 

Science 
8th Grade Students are using the program, Inspire 
Science, this year as well as Google Classroom. 
Students can get to their Inspire Science program by 
going through their “Clever” account and using their 
gmail school account. In this first quarter, students will 
focus on the topic of geology. Students will explore 
through reading, discussions, investigations, and labs 
about this topic. Our focus is looking at how geologists 
use rocks and fossils to determine the age of geologic 
events and how to organize Earth’s geologic history. 
Students will also start looking at how organisms 
adapt for survival.  
 

Visual Art 
In 8th grade Art, students are working in groups of 2 or 
3 to combine their individual abstract designs into one 
large design on 22 x 26 inch poster board.  They have 
reviewed the elements of art and principles of design 
that helped them create their individual drawing, 
which came into play as they designed their group 
piece.  Students began the unit by looking at and 
discussing the art of Claude Monet, Joan Miro, Vasily 
Kandinsky, Willem de Kooning, and Mark Rothko.  
Looking at the work of these master artists allowed 

students to see diversity in the use of line, shape, and 
color. 
 

Financial Literacy 
The 8th grade students have been busy in Financial 
Literacy. They started in their Next Gen Personal 
Finance lessons with learning their money personality 
and factors that influence their money decisions. 
Scenarios were examined to learn the money 
personality of other teenagers. The students then 
explored tradeoffs with money.  In the Foundations 
Personal Finance lessons, the students learned the Five 
Foundations or basic steps in order to establish and 
maintain financial peace.  The 8th grade students are 
learning about the three basic ways to save: emergency 
fund, purchases and wealth building and why.  We will 
finish the chapter with making budgets and how we 
can give to others. 
 

7th/8th Physical Education 
6-8 grade PE has started off the school year with 
physical fitness testing, which included the 20 meter 
pacer test and the mile run to test cardiovascular 
endurance, sit ups and push ups for arm and abdominal 
strength, and sit and reach to test flexibility.  We have 
also played some team games, and are just starting to 
do some football activities.  We will then move on to 
volleyball where we will work on different skills and 
participate in a volleyball game.  

7th/8th Grade Band 
The Evans Band has been working hard since the start 
of the school year.  We are currently preparing for 
three marching band performances, learning both 
music and marching techniques.    October 1st will find 
the Evans Marching Band again leading the “Kiddie” 
Parade.  The Oktoberfest Parade will be the next day 
on Saturday, October 2nd. Our final marching 
performance is Band Nite on Oct. 14th at Schafer 
Stadium. We are excited to perform with the OHS 
Pride of Ottumwa.  The bands will perform: 
1????????? We will also honor our senior band 
members at this time – they have grown from Evans 
band members to leaders in the OHS band!  More 
details will be sent home concerning the schedule for 
Band Nite soon. 
 
Director Ms. Pam De Boer is excited to see the 
returning band members and to get to know all of the 
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new ones!  “Each year it is fun to see where we begin 
and how much we progress and grow together!” 
 

Vocal Music 
The sixth, seventh and eighth grade choirs are 
preparing for their fall concert on November 2nd at 
7pm. After a tough year and a half of restrictions on 
our singing and performing, groups of all ages are 
chipping away at the basics of choral singing and 
technique. The members of each choir have gone 
through small group singing to determine how high 
and low they can sing and have been assigned to alto, 
tenor/baritone or soprano parts. The goal right now is 
to create independent singers so that we can 
successfully utilize the SA(TB) assignments in the 
future. This is done by singing rounds, using solfege 
hand signs, and sight singing. Students are also now 
doing individual and small group vocal lessons to get 
some extra practice.  
 
I would also like to acknowledge the following 
students who have been working hard at auditioning 
for the OPUS honor choir: 

Emma McIntyre  
Jordan Lee 
Maryskah Rath 
Liberty Kendrick  
Olivia Scott 
Heaven Colyer  
Aubrey Thammavongsa 

 
GOOD LUCK SINGING BULLDOGS!! 

 
6th Orchestra 

We have gotten off to a great start in our first ever 
beginning 6th grade orchestra! Students have begun 
their instruments are beginning to get comfortable 
with the bow and correct bow grip! We will soon begin 
reading music and learning how to place our left hand 
on the neck of the instrument! I can’t wait to hear the 
melody of Hot-Cross Buns soon by even the 
beginners! 
 
Reminders: We have lessons once a six day cycle. 
Please be ready for your lessons as these are 10 points 
each! 
 
Concerts: The first concert (summative assignment) is 
Thursday, November 4th at Ottumwa High School. 
Come prepared at 6:15 for tuning and an awesome 

show! I hear that the High School has a fun afterglow 
planned afterwards! Can’t wait to see all of our 
orchestra family there that night. The concert will 
feature 5-12 kids! 
 

7/8th Orchestra 
Mark your calendar for our 5-12th concert on 
Thursday, November 4th at OHS and our festival on 
Saturday, November 6th from 9:00a a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
We are playing some pretty impressive pieces during 
this festival and will feature a few at our concert on the 
4th. Please make sure we are prepared for every lesson 
that we can do our best at this festival and truly enjoy 
ourselves! I can’t wait to hear the beautiful music! 
This year we have a Masters student from the 
University of Iowa coming to be our conductor- her 
name is Fernanda Lastra and she sounds like she will 
be so much fun to work with! 
 
Lessons: Don’t forget to make time to practice those 
things we are working on in class so that you are 
prepared for your lessons- these are 10 points every 
lesson! Our lessons are based on a 6 day cycle and if 
you need a calendar I can print one off for you 
sometime or send it to your email.  

Art Club 
Art Club meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the 
month. We meet from 3:05-4:05 in Mrs. Marcellus’ 
classroom (107). You are welcome to join at any time 
throughout the year.  
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MULTICULTURAL, NONSEXIST STATEMENT 
Applicants for admission and employment, students, 
parents, employees, sources of referral of applicants 
for admissions and employment, and all unions or 
professional organizations holding collective 
bargaining or professional agreements with the 
Ottumwa Community School District are hereby 
notified that the District does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability, in admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in, its programs and activities. Any 
person having inquiries concerning the Ottumwa 
Community School District’s compliance with the 
regulations implementing Title VII, Title IX, 
Americans with Disability Act or Section 504 is 
directed to contact David Harper, who has been 
designated by the Ottumwa Community School 
District to coordinate the District’s efforts to comply 
with the regulations implementing Title VII, Title IX, 
and Section 504.  
 
David Harper 
1112 N. VanBuren 
David.harper@ottumwaschools.com 
Phone: (641) 684-6597 
 
 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE-TITLE IX 
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX, Title VI, 
or Section 504 may be directed to Compliance Officer, 
David Harper, 1112 N. Van Buren, Ottumwa, Iowa 
52501, Telephone: (641)684-6597, Email: 
david.harper@ottumwaschools.com, or the Director 
of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of 
Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. Madison Street, 
Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-7204, Telephone: 
(312)730-1560, Facsimile: (312)730-1576, Email: 
OCR.Chicago.ed.gov 
 

NON-DISCRININATION STATEMENT 
It is the policy of the Ottumwa Community School 
District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age 
(for employment), marital status (for programs), 
sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic 
status(for programs) in its educational programs, and 
its employment practices.  
 
There is a grievance procedure for processing 
complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or 
a grievance related to this policy, please contact the 

district’s Equity Coordinator, David Harper, 1112 N. 
Van Buren, Ottumwa, IA 52501, Telephone 
(641)684-6597, Email: 
david.harper@ottumwaschools.com; or the Director 
of the Office for Civil Rights U.S. Department of 
Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. Madison Street, 
Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-7204, Telephone 
(312)730-1560 Facsimile: (312)730-1576, Email: 
OCR.Chicago@ed.gov 
 

ANTI-BULLYING/HARASSMENT POLICY 
Harassment and bullying of students and employees 
are against federal, state, and local policy, and are not 
tolerated by the board. The board is committed to 
providing all students with a safe and civil school 
environment in which all members of the school 
community are treated with dignity and respect. To 
that end, the board has in place policies, procedures, 
and practices that are designed to reduce and eliminate 
bullying and harassment as well as processes and 
procedures to deal with incidents of bullying and 
harassment. Bullying and harassment of students by 
other students, by school employees, and by 
volunteers who have direct contact with students will 
not be tolerated in the school or school district.  
 
The board prohibits harassment, bullying, hazing, or 
any other victimization, of students, based on any of 
the following actual or perceived traits or 
characteristics, including but not limited to, age, color, 
creed, national origin, race, religion, marital status, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical 
attributes, physical or mental ability or disability, 
ancestry, political party preference, political belief, 
socioeconomic status, or familiar status. Harassment 
against employees based upon the employee’s race, 
color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
national origin, religion, age or disability is also 
prohibited.  
 
This policy is in effect while students or employees are 
on property within the jurisdiction of the board; while 
on school-owned or school-operated vehicles; while 
attending or engaged in school-sponsored activities; 
and while away from school grounds if the misconduct 
directly affects the good order, efficient management 
and welfare of the school or school district (Board 
Policy Code No. 106). Any student or staff who feels 
they may have been a victim of bullying or harassment 
should contact a building administrator.  
 

mailto:david.harper@ottumwaschools.com
mailto:david.harper@ottumwaschools.com
mailto:OCR.Chicago@ed.gov
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Calendar of Activities 
Oct. 1  6:00 p.m.   7/8th Band in Kiddie Parade 
 
Oct. 2 10:00 a.m.  7/8th Band in Oktoberfest Parade    
 
Oct. 14 7:00 p.m. 6-12th Band Xtravaganza 
 
Oct. 22  Deadline to Enroll in St. Louis,  
  Chicago, and ECE 2022 Trips 
  
Oct. 26  End of Quarter 1            
 
Oct. 27 5:30-7:30 Travel Fundraiser Delivery  
 
Oct. 30 8:00-2:00 Jog-A-Thon  
 
Nov. 2 7:00 p.m. 6-12th Fall Vocal Concert 
 
Nov. 4 7:00 p.m. 5-12th Orchestra Concert  
 
Nov. 6 8:00-2:00 Jog-A-Thon    
        
Nov. 8  4-7:30 p.m. Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
Nov.11 No School- Conferences 
 8-3:30 p.m. Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 4-7:00 p.m. Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
Nov. 12   No School 
 
Nov. 18   Opus Honor Choir 
 
Nov. 20 7:00 p.m.  Evans Fall Play 
 
Nov. 21 3:00 p.m.  Evans Fall Play 
 
Nov. 23 1:00 p.m. Dismissal for Thanksgiving Break 
 
Nov. 24-26  No School Thanksgiving Break 
 
Dec. 12 2:00 p.m.  5-12th Band Holiday Concert 
 
Dec. 14 7:00 p.m.  6-8th Orchestra Concert 
 
Dec. 15   Travel Fundraiser Delivery 
 
Dec. 23-Jan 1.  Winter Break- No School 
 
Jan. 14   Teacher Work Day- No School 
   End of Quarter 2 
 

Jan. 29 6:00 p.m.  Sweets and Sounds- EMS/OHS 
   Jazz Band & Show Choir 
 
Feb. 18 3:30 p.m.  Solo Day 
 
Feb. 19 3:30 p.m.  Solo Day 
 
Feb. 25 3:30 p.m.  Solo Day 
 
Feb. 26 3:30 p.m.  Solo Day 
 
Mar. 1 7:00 p.m.   5-8th Vocal Concert 
 
Mar. 2   Travel Fundraiser Delivery  
 
Mar. 7 4-7:30 p.m. Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
Mar. 10 1:00 p.m.  Dismissal for Conferences 
 1:30-3:30 p.m. Parent Teacher Conferences 
 4:00-7:30 p.m. Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
Mar. 11   No School 
 
Mar. 14-18  Spring Break- No School 
 
Mar. 25   End of 3rd Quarter 
 
Mar. 26/27  7th Grade Chicago Trip 
 
Apr.8 7:00 p.m.  All-City Concert 
 
Apr. 9/10  6th  Grade St. Louis Trip 
 
Apr. 15   No School- Good Friday 
 
May 5   Tulip Time Parade 5-8th Band 
 
May 17 7:00 p.m.  6-8th Band/Orchestra Concert 
 
May 19 7:00 p.m.  6-8th Vocal Pops Concert 
 
May 23 8:00 p.m.  ECE Required Parent Meeting 
 
May. 26 1:00 p.m.   Last Day of School  
 
May 30-June 7th  ECE Trip 
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